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Humans have always traveled on land. But long ago, people realized they 

could travel on water, too. They just had to build something that would float 

and carry people.

People began making boats out of tree trunks. By carving space in the 

trunks, people could sit down. Wooden paddles were good for moving these 

boats through the water.

Some people wanted a boat that traveled more quickly. They tried adding 

sails to their boats. The wind blew the sails and helped the boats move 

faster. Now folks could travel long distances on rivers and lakes. They could 

trade food and other things with people far away.
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Traveling on Water

About five hundred years ago, explorers began to dream of crossing oceans 

to find other lands. People began building large wooden ships with three or 

four sails. Many explorers traveled across the ocean. The trips took months.

Over time, ocean travel became faster. Steamships, powered by steam 

engines, traveled across the ocean. Their trips took weeks, not months.

Today, huge supertankers carry oil across oceans. Cargo ships carry food, 

furniture, and machines across oceans for people to buy and use. Water 

travel is still helping people get food and goods.
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Traveling on Water - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What was the first kind of boat that people made?

A. They made boats out of tree trunks.

B. They made wooden ships with sails.

C. They made steamships.

2. This article describes different examples of how people made boats better over time. 

People started by building boats from tree trunks. What did they do to make these tree 

trunk boats better?

A. They tried adding sails to their boats.

B. They tried using the boats to cross the ocean.

C. They added steam engines to their boats.

3. When people added sails to their boats, they could trade food and other things with 

people far away. Today, ships carry food and other things across oceans for people to 

buy and use.

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can you draw?

A. Water travel is mostly important for exploring new lands.

B. People used to need water travel to trade things, but now people do not need it.

C. Water travel is still very important for trading goods and food.

4. This article describes some ways that people improved boats. What was the result of 

these improvements?

A. Boats could hold more people and move more smoothly.

B. Boats could travel faster and go longer distances.

C. Boats could float better and fit on smaller rivers.

5. What is the main idea of this article?

A. Over time, people have built better boats to travel on water.

B. Ocean travel is just as good as land travel for trading things.

C. People made boats out of tree trunks to travel on water.
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6. Read these sentences from the text.

"Steamships, powered by steam engines, traveled across the ocean. Their trips took 

weeks, not months."

What does the word "their" refer to in this sentence?

A. steamships

B. steam engines

C. people

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence.

Over time, people have built better ocean travel _____ they could trade goods and 

explore new lands.

A. so

B. because

C. but

8. What are two things that water travel helps people get? 

9. Contrast today's ocean travel with the very first boats. Use evidence from the article 

to support your answer.

10. Why might people have added steam engines to ships? Use evidence from the text 
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to support your answer.
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