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Moka is a little golden dog that speaks English. No one seems to know but 

me. My job is to feed Moka and take her for walks when her family goes 

away on vacation. I've asked them about Moka before. I've said, "Are you 

aware, Mr. and Mrs. Quimpy, that your little golden dog speaks English?"

Mr. and Mrs. Quimpy laugh and tell me to have a nice weekend and not to 

give little Moka too much to eat. Then they leave for their vacation.

Moka comes bouncing down the stairs, wagging her little golden tail and 
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barking with joy.

"Moka!" I shout. "Would you like me to scratch behind your ears?"

"Forevermore!" she yaps.

"Would you like me to rub your little golden belly?"

"Forevermore! Forevermore!"

'Forevermore' is the only word I've ever heard Moka say. When I have felt 

lonely, I have asked her, "How long do you think you will love me?"

"Forevermore!" she yaps.

When I have felt tired, I've told her, "It is so difficult being a writer. How 

much longer do you think I should keep trying?"

"Forevermore! Forevermore!"

Although Moka only ever says that one word, she always says just what I 

need to hear.

Mr. and Mrs. Quimpy have a very special granddaughter named Samantha. 

One day, while her grandma and grandpa were getting ready to leave, 

Samantha asked me, "Hey Jesse, did you know that the little golden dog 

speaks English?"

"You mean Moka talks to you, too?" I asked, overjoyed to finally find 

someone else who knew.

"But she only ever says one word," said Samantha. "She says, 

'Nevermore.'"

"Nevermore?" I asked.
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"Yes," said Samantha. "I ask her, 'Will I be afraid of the dark tonight?' And 

Moka yaps, 'Nevermore!' I say, 'Do you think I'll get too nervous to raise my 

hand and answer the questions in class tomorrow?' And Moka yaps, 

'Nevermore! Nevermore!' It's so strange, Jesse. But even though Moka only 

ever says one word, she always says just what I need to hear."

Just then, Moka came bouncing down the stairs, wagging her little, golden 

tail and barking with joy.

"Hey Moka," said Samantha and I at the same time, "how do you always tell 

us just what we need to hear?"

Moka looked at Samantha and me for a long time. "I don't know," she said at 

last. "I just tell the truth."
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Who is Moka?

A. a little golden dog

B. the narrator of the story

C. the Quimpys' granddaughter

2. How does Moka change in the story?

A. At first she can speak English, but then she speaks Spanish.

B. At first she only says "forevermore," but then she only says "nevermore."

C. At first she only says one word at a time, but then she says a sentence.

3. Mr. and Mrs. Quimpy do not believe that their dog can speak English. What evidence 

from the story best supports this conclusion?

A. Mr. and Mrs. Quimpy tell the narrator not to feed Moka too much.

B. When the narrator tells them that Moka can speak, they laugh.

C. Samantha asks the narrator if she knows that Moka can speak.

4. How do many of Moka's answers affect the narrator and Samantha?

A. Many of Moka's answers confuse the narrator and Samantha.

B. Many of Moka's answers discourage the narrator and Samantha and make them feel 
bad.

C. Many of Moka's answers motivate the narrator and Samantha and make them feel 
good.

5. What is this story mostly about?

A. a dog that speaks English

B. a dog that only says one word

C. a girl who takes care of a dog
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6. Read the following sentences: "Moka is a little golden dog that speaks English. No 

one seems to know but me. My job is to feed Moka and take her for walks when her 

family goes away on vacation. I've asked them about Moka before. I've said, 'Are you 

aware, Mr. and Mrs. Quimpy, that your little golden dog speaks English?'"

As used in this sentence, what does it mean to be "aware" of something?

A. to be interested in something

B. to know about something

C. to be happy about something

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Moka only says "forevermore" to the narrator, ____ she only says "nevermore" to 

Samantha.

A. so

B. but

C. such as

8. At the beginning of the story, what is the only word the narrator has heard Moka say?

9. When she is lonely, why does the narrator ask Moka, "How long do you think you will 

love me?"
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