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In 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail to find a shorter way between Europe and Asia. That 
would make it easier for people to trade. He sailed on the Santa Maria.

Columbus's Ship

The Santa Maria  was small and easy to sail. Look at Columbus's 
ship, inside and out.

1. Sails are large sheets of strong cloth that catch the wind as it blows and help a ship move.
2. A cabin is a small room on a ship. The cabin had a bed called a bunk. Columbus was the 

only person with a bunk.
3. A tiller is a long handle that turns a ship. The crew steered the ship from the tiller room.
4. A hold is an area below deck. Animals and supplies, such as food and water, were kept in 

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.




Sailing the Seas

the hold.
5. A mast is a pole that holds up a ship's sails. The Santa Maria's main mast was 65 feet tall 

- about the height of two telephone poles!
6. The crow's nest is the small basket on the mast. It is where a sailor stands watch.
7. The deck is the flat area on top of the ship. Columbus's crew worked and slept there.
8. A firebox is a kind of stove that the crew used for cooking.

Steering on the Sea
Columbus and his crew traveled to many new places. Look at some of the different tools they 
used to find their way.

A map is a drawing of Earth's water and land.

World map that first appeared in 1633

A compass has a needle that points north. This tool showed the crew the direction in which 
they were sailing.
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An astrolabe is a tool sailors used to tell how far north or south a ship was by looking at the 
stars.
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Sailing the Seas - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Which of the following best describes what the mast does?

A. The mast is sued for storage.

B. The mast steers the ship.

C. The mast is used for cooking.

D. The mast holds up the sails.

2. What do all the items described in this text have in common?

A. They were all places for the crew.

B. They were all located in Europe.

C. They were all part of Columbus's ship.

D. They were all used for finding the way.

3. It can be inferred from the text that

A. being a sailor on the ship would have been extremely easy

B. being a sailor on the ship would have been a well paying job

C. being a sailor on the ship would have involved many physical challenges

D. being a sailor on the ship would have been very boring

4. Read the following sentences:

"In 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail to find a shorter way between Europe and Asia. 

That would make it easier for people to trade."

In this sentence the word trade means

A. buying and selling things

B. giving things away

C. giving one thing and getting another back

D. sending things to another person

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Sailing the Seas - Comprehension Questions

5. What would be another good title for this passage?

A. The Famous Voyages of Christopher Columbus

B. Columbus and the Santa Maria

C. Tools to Steer on the Sea

D. A Small Ship

6. Describe Columbus's ship, the Santa Maria. 

7. Why were sails one of the most important parts of the ship?

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

Columbus wanted to find a shorter way to get from Europe to Asia ________ it would be 

easier to trade.

A. after

B. however

C. but

D. so
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