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Victoria Falls in Africa

Victoria Falls is one of the most impressive waterfalls on the planet. It is located along the 
border of Zimbabwe and Zambia, two countries in southern Africa. There, the Zambezi River 
takes a plunge, forming the giant "sheet" of falling water. Victoria Falls is considered to be the 
largest waterfall in the world. And no wonder - it's about one mile wide and 360 feet high!

This amazing sheet of falling water can be heard from miles away. The spray and mist from the 
waterfall can be seen from many miles away, too. In fact, local tribes first called the waterfall 
"Mosi-oa-Tunya." That means "the smoke that thunders." But the falls received another name in 
1855. That year, a Scottish explorer came across the waterfall. His name was David 
Livingstone. He named it Victoria Falls after Queen Victoria, who was ruling Great Britain at the 
time.

The mist caused by the falls also supports the surrounding environment. Around the waterfall is 
a rainforest-like ecosystem. Many species of trees, plants, and animals thrive there. If you 
travel there, you may catch a glimpse of the many different raptor species nearby, like falcons 
and black eagles. You may even spot elephants in the national parks on both sides of the river!

Today, the site is one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World. Hundreds of thousands of 
people make the trip to Victoria Falls each year. They hope to see the spectacular "smoke that 
thunders" in person.
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Victoria Falls: The Smoke That Thunders - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is Victoria Falls considered to be?

A. It is considered to be the smallest waterfall in the world.

B. It is considered to be the largest waterfall in the world.

C. It is considered to be the loudest waterfall in the world.

D. It is considered to be the oldest waterfall in the world.

2. What does the text describe?

A. David Livingstone's trip to Victoria Falls

B. how the ecosystem around Victoria Falls has changed

C. Victoria Falls

D. the Seven Natural Wonders of the World

3. Read these sentences from the text.

"The mist caused by the falls also supports the surrounding environment. Around the 

waterfall is a rainforest-like ecosystem. Many species of trees, plants, and animals 

thrive there. If you travel there, you may catch a glimpse of the many different raptor 

species nearby, like falcons and black eagles. You may even spot elephants in the 

national parks on both sides of the river!"

What can be concluded about the ecosystem around the waterfall based on this 

information?

A. The ecosystem doesn't have as many plant and animal species as it used to many 
years ago.

B. The ecosystem is healthier than what it used to be like many years ago.

C. The ecosystem is in danger, and many plant and animal species are close to dying 
out.

D. The ecosystem is very healthy and has a variety of plant and animal species.
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4. Why might the local tribes who lived near Victoria Falls first call it "the smoke that 

thunders"?

A. The spray and mist look like smoke. The falling water makes a loud sound like 
thunder.

B. The falling water looks like smoke. The spray and mist sound like thunder.

C. The waterfall can start loud fires that sound like thunder and create a lot of smoke.

D. They wanted to scare visitors away from visiting the waterfall.

5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. Hundreds of thousands of people make the trip to Victoria Falls each year to see the 
spectacular "smoke that thunders" in person.

B. Local tribes first called Victoria Falls "the smoke that thunders."

C. Victoria Falls is considered to be the largest waterfall in the world, and it supports its 
surrounding ecosystem.

D. The spray and mist from Victoria Falls can be seen from many miles away.

6. Read these sentences from the text.

"The mist caused by the falls also supports the surrounding environment. Around the 

waterfall is a rainforest-like ecosystem. Many species of trees, plants, and animals 

thrive there. If you travel there, you may catch a glimpse of the many different raptor 

species nearby, like falcons and black eagles. You may even spot elephants in the 

national parks on both sides of the river!"

As used in the text, what does the word "thrive" most nearly mean?

A. to grow healthy and strong

B. to become tired and weak

C. to die off

D. to move to another place
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

Many animals live in the rainforest-like ecosystem around Victoria Falls, _____ falcons 

and elephants.

A. also

B. first

C. such as

D. although

8. What does the mist from Victoria Falls support?

9. Explain at least two details about Victoria Falls.

Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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10. Explain why hundreds of thousands of people go to see Victoria Falls each year in 

person.

Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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