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Master Teacher Program  
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 
 
Why would a teacher consider applying for the Master Teacher designation? 
There are a number of reasons teachers would apply for the Master Teacher (MT) 
designation: 

 an entry point for a teacher leadership position 
 school, district and community recognition 
 possible preparation for seeking National Board Certification 
 a benchmark to strive for in a teaching career 
 some districts offering CEUs 

  
Are employees of the Educational Service Centers (ESCs), Joint Vocational 
School Districts (JVSDs), Ohio School for the Blind (OSB), Ohio School for the 
Deaf (OSD) and Department of Youth Services (DYS) also eligible for the 
Master Teacher designation? 
Yes, because these entities submit data through EMIS to ODE. The employer is the 
one responsible for the designation. 
 
What must a National Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) do to be considered a 
Master Teacher? 
An NBCT needs to complete page one of the Master Teacher application and 
provide a copy of his or her certificate to the local Master Teacher committee to be 
considered a MT. 
 
Who is on the MT committee? 
The makeup of the committee is a local decision. It must, however, be comprised of 
at least five members, and the majority must be teachers.  
 
Are Master Teacher committees subject to the Sunshine Law? 
ODE believes that Master Teacher committees are subject to Ohio’s Sunshine Laws 
as they meet the definition of a “public body” and a “public office” under the law. This 
means that committees must adhere to requirements of the Open Meetings Act and 
Public Records Act. Districts are encouraged to consult with their legal counsel on 
these issues. 
  
Where do I submit my application? 
Submit your application to your local MT committee. The committee will score the 
application and determine designation based on a statewide standards-based rubric. 
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How is this process different from an evaluation? 
This process is completely separate from evaluation. Evaluation is a negotiated item 
for the purposes of employment. Master Teacher designation is a state teacher 
recognition program and is a voluntary process for teachers. 

 
Is MT the same as Highly Qualified Teacher status (HQT)? 
No, HQT is a federal mandate; Master Teacher was created as a result of Ohio 
legislation (Senate Bill 2) and is a voluntary recognition program. 
 
What if I become NBCT prior to the 7th year? 
You are eligible to be designated an MT through National Board Certification as 
soon as you receive your certification. The seven-year requirement is for candidates 
going through the full application process. 
 
Does substitute teaching and out-of-state experience count toward the seven 
years of experience? 
As long as you received a full year’s credit for the experience, it can count toward 
the seven years of experience. 
 
Are Physical Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Speech Language 
Pathologists and psychologists eligible? 
To be eligible for the Master Teacher designation, the candidate must have a 
teaching license. If the candidate holds a teaching license in addition to a pupil 
service license then he/she would be eligible. 
 
Is a teacher on an Alternative License eligible? 
A teacher needs to be on a five-year professional license, eight-year certificate or 
hold a permanent certificate. A teacher with an Alternative License would not be 
eligible. The only exception would be a teacher who has achieved National Board 
Certification. 
 
Does my master’s degree count? 
While some of the projects you may have worked on will provide a benefit to you in 
completing the MT application, a master’s degree does not automatically qualify you 
for the Master Teacher designation. 
 
Is there funding available? 
Currently, there is no state funding available to districts for implementing the Master 
Teacher program. Some districts are exploring financial incentives or assistance to 
their teachers who want to seek the MT designation. 
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What research was used to support this program? 
The Educator Standards Board examined state and national recognition programs 
and research, particularly research related to standards-based teaching and 
reflection. Practices of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, Phi 
Delta Kappan, McRel and the National Staff Development Council were some of the 
sources considered. 
 
What records must be maintained? 
The district needs to maintain a copy of the written narratives submitted as well as 
the official score sheet with feedback. The teacher is required to maintain the 
evidence. 

 
What is the renewal process for MT? 
The ESB has not yet determined the process for master teachers seeking to renew 
their designation in five years. The Board wants to review the initial implementation 
of the program before proceeding to the next stage. 


