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Thank you for downloading my AIR Test Prep Pack for 3rd grade 
Language Arts.  I developed this set of stories and questions to mirror 
what students will most likely be asked to do during the official AIR 
assessments.  Included are 4 fiction narratives, 2 informative texts on 
similar topics, and over 30 evidence-rich questions pulled from the 
Common Core Standards.  An informative essay question asking students 
to construct their writing using text evidence from multiple sources and a 
literary analysis prompt are also provided. Some of the many items 
addressed include: 

  
 *theme     
 *setting 
 *character’s thoughts/actions 
 *summary 
 *context clues 
 *sequence of events 
 *word meaning 
 *morals/lessons 
 *cause & effect 
 *using charts & tables 
 *main idea & details 
 *inferring/drawing conclusions 

 
In my classroom, I make individual packets from each set of stories and 
corresponding questions.  I have the students independently complete one 
each week leading up to the test.  In addition to giving me a strong idea 
on where each of my students fall in regards to being prepared for the 
assessment, it also allows us the chance to go over the items together 
and really apply and reinforce those test taking strategies.  In addition, I 
have students practice typing their written response to further prepare 
them for the computerized test.  A complete answer key is provided to 
help make grading and providing feedback quick and efficient! 
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Selection 1:  The Old Tree 
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 (1) One day an old farmer looked out his window.  His gaze fell upon the old apple tree that had 
stood outside of his house for as many years as he could remember.  As a boy, he used to read under 
her shade, climb her limbs, and eat her juicy, delicious apples.  However, the old tree had stopped 
bearing fruit a long time ago.  He decided that the best use for it now would be in the wood.  If he 
chopped it down, he could use the lumber to build some nice new furniture for his home. 

 (2) As the farmer headed towards the tree with his axe in hand, the many animals that called 
the old apple tree their home came rushing down to plead with the farmer.  They gathered around the 
determined farmer and began to beg him. 

 (3) “Please don’t cut this tree.  We used to play with you when you were a boy under this very 
tree!  Now it is our home.  We’ll have no other place to go if you chop it down!”  pleaded the animals. 

 (4) Now either the farmer didn’t hear the animals or simply didn’t care.  At this point he was 
adamant about getting the wood from the tree.  As he raised his axe to take a swing, the commotion 
from the animals grew louder. 

 (5) “Please don’t chop and destroy my home and kids!” cried the squirrel. 
 (6) “If you chop these branches, you’ll destroy our nests!”  informed the birds. 
 (7)“We won’t have a place to scamper about if you chop the tree down!”  said the grasshoppers. 
 (8) The farmer continued to ignore the pleas for not cutting down the tree.  He seemed to 

have forgotten about all of the ways the tree was useful and provided him with so much in his youth.  
As he began to take another swing with his axe, the animals became desperate and tried one final 
attempt at reaching the farmer’s common sense. 

 (9)“We will sing for you and your wife in the evening!”  cried the birds. 
 (10)“We will entertain your children when you are working in the fields!”  shouted the grasshoppers. 
 (11) “We will share our collection of nuts with you in the winter!” promised the squirrels. 
 (12) Despite these promises, the farmer continued his business with chopping down the tree.  

However, with the next swing, something yellow and sticky fell from above and landed on the farmer’s 
hand.  When he glanced up, he noticed a beehive hanging in the branches.  He licked the spot from his 
hand and the sweet taste of the honey woke up the little boy in him.  Suddenly, the memories of his 
childhood came rushing back.  The honey tasted so good, that he wanted  more.  It brought him to his 
senses and made him realize that there was much more to the old apple tree than simply the fruit it 
once bore. 

 (13) Realizing the change in the farmer’s attitude, the little animals all began to speak in unison. 
 (14) “I will always provide you with sweet honey!”  promised the bee.  “And we will sing as many 

songs as it takes to make you happy!”  claimed the birds.  “We will jump and scurry about the tree to 
the delight of your young boy for as long as you want!”  said the squirrels. 

 (15) Finally, the farmer realized his folly and put down his axe.   He understood now that an old 
tree was a special place full of gifts, and not a fruitless waste.  He decided the best use of the tree 
would be to just appreciate it for all it provided, and watch his own boy grow up under her lovely 
shade and her branches that were home to so many special treasures! 



Selection 2:  Beauty in the Woods 
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 (1) One lovely spring morning, a beautiful red rose blossomed in a forest.  As the rose gazed 

around at the many other trees and plants growing there, a pine tree noticed its satiny red petals 

and perfectly straight stem.   

 (2) “What a beautiful flower!  I wish that I was that lovely!”  exclaimed a nearby pine tree. 

 (3) “Dear pine, do not be sad.  We can’t have everything,” responded another tree. 

 (4) Upon overhearing that conversation, the rose turned his head and spoke. 

 (5) “It seems that I am the most beautiful plant in the forest,”  observed the rose.  “Why 

just look at that ugly old plant with its thick branches all full of thorns!” 

 (6) At this point, a wise sunflower raised its head and began to speak to the rose. 

 (7) “Why do you say that?  We all are special in our own ways.  In this forest there are 

many beautiful plants.  You are just one of them.  And you need to think about what you say.  Why, 

you have thorns too!” 

 (8) The proud red rose looked angrily at the sunflower and said, “I thought you had good 

taste!  You do not know what beauty is at all.  You can not compare my thorns to those of that old 

cactus! I wish I didn’t have to look at it!  It is so ugly standing there!” 

 (9) The red rose tried to move its roots away from the cactus, but had no luck.  As the 

days passed, the red rose continued to think insulting things about his neighbor..  The cactus never 

seemed to mind, though.   

 (10) As spring passed, the summer days became very warm.  Life became very difficult in the 

forest for all of the plants and animals who needed water but, to their dismay, no rain fell.  The red 

rose began to wilt.  One day, the rose noticed a sparrow sticking its beak into the cactus and then 

flying away, refreshed.  This was puzzling, and the red rose inquired about it to the wise old 

sunflower. 

 (11) The sunflower explained that the birds got their water from the cactus.  He went on to 

explain that the sparrows could bring the rose water too, if he just asked for help. 

 (12) The red rose suddenly felt ashamed of its past judgment of the cactus and was too 

embarrassed to ask his neighbor for help.  But eventually, the rose had no choice.  He desperately  

needed water!  To his surprise, the cactus kindly agreed to his heartfelt request.  The sparrow 

filled its beak with water and sprinkled it around the rose’s roots.  The rose was very grateful and 

learned a valuable lesson at the same time! 

  



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
1.  In both selections, the main character looks at another character in the  
      story with dislike.  Which statement best supports how their attitude changes 
      by the end of each story. 

   
  A.    In selection 1 the farmer realizes the apple tree holds many gifts and in  
   selection 2 the red rose becomes friends with the sunflower. 

 
        B.   In selection 1 the farmer helps his son at the end and in selection 2 the cactus 

   helps the red rose. 
   
  C.   In selection 1 the birds sing for the farmer and in selection 2 the red rose 
   appreciates the cactus giving him water. 

   
  D.    In selection 1 the farmer realizes the apple tree holds many gifts and in  
   selection 2 the red rose appreciates the cactus giving him water. 

 
2.  Which of the following themes would best fit both selections? 

  A.  You should always go after your dreams with all you have to give. 

  B   Actions speak louder than words. 

  C   You shouldn’t judge something by just how it looks on the outside. 

  D.   Money can’t always buy happiness. 

  

 
 
 

  

3.  Number these events in the order in which they occurred in selection 1:  
     “The Old Tree”  from earliest (number 1) to latest (number 5). 

          The farmer notices a beehive in the tree when some honey dripped on him. 

   The animals all plead with the farmer to not cut the tree down. 

   The farmer puts down his axe and realizes that his tree is not really worthless. 

   The old apple tree stops producing apples. 

   The farmer decides the best use of the old apple tree would be for furniture. 
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Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
4.  What is the meaning of the word gaze as used in this sentence from the 

 selection, “The Old Tree”? 
        His gaze fell upon the old apple tree that had stood outside of this house. 

       A.   a frown 

 B   a wish 

 C   a quick glance 

 D   a long look 

 
5.   What is the main idea in paragraph 10 in the selection, “Beauty in the Woods”? 

  
 A.  The summer days became very warm. 

 B   There hasn’t been enough rain to keep the plants healthy. 

 C   The red rose began to wilt. 

 D   One day the rose noticed the sparrow sticking its beak into cactus for water. 

 

 
 

  

6.  Which of the following is a supporting detail for questions number 5? 
  
 A.  The red rose inquired about the squirrel to the sunflower. 

 B   As spring passed, the summer days became very warm. 

 C   The red rose began to wilt. 

 D   One day the rose noticed the sparrow sticking its beak into cactus for water. 

 

	  7.  In selection 2, the red rose feels bad for the way he acted towards the cactus.  
      Which sentence is evidence for this change in attitude? 

  

 A.  The red rose began to wilt 

 B   The sunflower explains that the bird got water from the cactus. 

 C   To his surprise, the cactus kindly agreed to his heartfelt request 

 D   The rose was too embarrassed to ask the cactus for help. 
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Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
8.  What is the meaning of the word wilt as used in this sentence from the selection, 

“Beauty in the Woods”? 
           The red rose began to wilt.. 
         

 A   to become extremely sad 

 B   to become weak 

 C   to become limp from a lack of water 

 D.   to become sick 

 
9.   Compare and contrast the 2 selections, “The Old Tree” and “Beauty in the 

 Woods”, in the chart below.  Place an X under the story heading where the 
 statement best fits.  If it describes both stories, place an X in the middle box. 
  

 
 

  

    	  

The main character is given a gift from 
 a plant. 

The main character believes they are 
 better than others. 
Many of the characters in this story suffer 
from a lack of water. 

The main character realizes that there is 
more to some things than they first see. 

It takes a memory from the past to make 
the character change their mind. 

The Old 
  Tree 

 Beauty in 
the Woods 

Both 

10.   In both selections, the moral of the story could be best described as which of the 
 following? 
 A.  You shouldn’t judge another too quickly without getting to know them. 

 B   You should always respect your parents. 

 C   You should always try to do your best! 

The main character has a better appreciation 
for others at the end of the story. 
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Written Response for Selections 1 & 2 

 
In both selections that you just read, the main character’s view on what is truly 
important changes from the beginning of each story to the end.  Explain how this 
happens for each character using evidence and examples from their story.  Write 
your answer in the space provided: 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  
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     Source 3:  One Tough Bear! 
  
	  	  

 (1) Would you want to live in the extreme arctic cold all year long? A very 

special member of the bear family makes its home in one of the coldest places on 

earth!  The polar bear lives in the remote tundra of the Arctic.  It has to be tough 

and strong in order to survive in such a harsh climate.   

 (2) Polar bears have many adaptations that allow them to survive and “tough” out 

the extreme winter conditions that exist at the North Pole.  First, polar bears are 

experts at the art of camouflage!  The ends of their white fur are hollow and reflect 

the light.  This makes them appear white and helps them blend in with the snow.  Also, a 

polar bear has a footpad on its paws that act like a “non-skid” pad which gives them 

the ability to walk across icy surfaces without slipping. 

 (3) It is also a very powerful and skilled hunter.  It takes a lot of energy to 

survive this bitter climate of the north.  Staying warm burns hundreds of calories per 

day!  The polar bear is a carnivore and hunts seals and other small mammals.  Seals 

often take shelter under the sea ice that covers the Arctic tundra.  This ice can be 

several feet thick.  However, the polar bear’s keen sense of smell can detect an 

animal seeking shelter far beneath the ice.   

 (4) So while polar bears are striking to look at with their beautiful, white fur and 

black features, remember that perhaps what makes the polar bear most impressive is 

its survival features! So, you don’t have to worry about feeling bad for where the 

polar bear has to live.  It truly loves its environment and wouldn’t be happier anyplace 

else! 
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   Source 4: Danger in the Arctic 
	  
	  

	  (1) One of the most dangerous things lurking among the icebergs in the Arctic 

region isn’t what one might think.  It’s not a giant seal, a hungry polar bear, or even a 

killer whale.  The thing that is doing the most harm in this area is simply the sun! 

 (2) Rising temperatures in the world’s oceans are causing sea ice to disappear for 

longer and longer periods during the late summer.  Not too long ago, the tundra remained 

completely frozen and ice covered all year long.  It was as white as a sheet for as far 

as the eye could see.  This gave the seals plenty of places to hide!  Because of this, the 

polar bears have plenty of prey to hunt.  However, if there isn’t enough ice, the seals 

won’t stay in the area.  There won’t be a place for them to hide. This is leaving the polar 

bear with limited hunting opportunities.  The polar bear has to have ice in order to hunt 

the seals that live under, on, or in the frozen polar ice cap. 

 (3) Over the past several years, scientists have noticed an increase in the world’s 

temperatures overall.  While it’s only a small increase each year, it is enough to cause 

some melting of the thick ice that once completely covered the tundra region.   The area 

that is affected increases each year.  

 (4) Because of this problem, polar bears are in serious danger of going extinct due 

to global warming.  Scientists have been closely watching the situation.  They know the 

polar bears won’t be able to survive if their food source vanishes from a lack of sea ice.  

The polar bears have been recently placed on the threatened species list.  Scientists 

hope that efforts will be made to slow the warming and allow this magnificent creature 

to continue living in its icy home. 
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Non Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
1.  Select a sentence from the first source, “One Tough Bear”, that  
      shows that the author feels the polar bear is a unique and powerful animal. 

   
 A.  They often take shelter under the sea ice that covers the Arctic tundra. 

 B   It has to be tough and strong in order to survive in such a harsh climate.   

 C   First, the ends of their white fur are hollow and reflect the light.   

 D.   Would you want to live in the extreme arctic cold all year long?   

 
2..   Read this sentence from the source, “One Tough Bear”, paragraph 2.  

       First, polar bears are experts at the art of camouflage!   
  
 Select a phrase from paragraph 2 that helps the reader understand 
 what the word camouflage means. 

 
 A.  The polar bear has a special layer of fat called blubber that insulates their body heat. 

 B   The ends of their white fur are hollow.   

 C   A polar bear has a footpad on its paws that act like a “non-skid” pad.   

 D.   This makes them appear white and helps them blend in with the snow.  
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3.  3.   Read the phrase from paragraph 4 of the source, “One Tough Bear”.  
  Perhaps what makes the polar bear most impressive is its survival features. 
  
     Select two sentences from the passage that support the author’s statement. 
   
        

     	  

The polar bear has a special layer of fat called blubber that insulates their body heat. 

Seals often take shelter under the sea ice that covers the Arctic tundra.     

The polar bear is a carnivore and hunts seals and other small mammals. 

 Polar bears are striking to look at with their beautiful, white fur.  

The polar bear’s keen sense of smell can detect an animal seeking shelter under the ice.	  



Non Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
4.  Read this sentence from Source 4: “Danger in the Arctic”. 
      Because of this problem, polar bears are in serious danger of going extinct due to global warming.        
       

 What is another way of saying extinct? 
 

 A.   moving from one area to another 

 B   not surviving the summers 

 C   vanishing from the earth forever 

 D   changing their behavior 

 
 

  

 
 

  

6.  Look at the above photos taken from space.  Which of the following statements can 
 be supported by these images? 

 
 A   More of the Arctic is covered with sea ice in 2010. 

 B    The amount of sea ice looks about the same in both pictures. 

 C    More of the Arctic is covered with sea ice in 1979. 

 D    Less of the Arctic is covered with sea ice in 1979. 

5.  Which of the following is NOT a negative effect for the polar bear because of the 
disappearing sea ice according to the article “Danger in the Arctic”?  
 	   
 A   The seals are losing their hiding places. 

 B   The polar bears are getting too warm. 

 C   The polar bears are having limited hunting opportunities. 

 D.   The seals won’t stay in the area if there is no ice. 
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Non Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
 
Look carefully at the following table to answer the following question. 
 

  

 
 

  

9.    Which detail sentence supports the answer in question 8? 

  A  The polar bears have been recently placed on the threatened species list. 

 B   Not too long ago, the tundra remained completely frozen and ice covered all year long.   

 C   The Arctic was as white as a sheet for as far as the eye could see.   

 D   Scientists have been closely watching the situation. 

8.  What is the main idea of the second source:  “Danger in the Arctic”?  
  

 A   Polar bears adapt well to changes in their environment. 

 B   The Arctic area is a magnificent area to visit. 

 C   Seals are struggling to survive with limited ice to hide under. 

 D   Rising temperatures causing sea ice to melt is a big problem for the polar bears. 

 

	  

7.  Which of the following statements does the information in the table best 
 support regarding the polar bear population? 
 	   
 A   There were more polar bears in 1950 than in 1970. 

 B   The highest population of polar bears has been in the past 10 years. 

 C   The estimated population of the polar bears went down between 1985 and 2010.   

 D.   The estimated population of polar bears has been declining since 1950..	  
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Year	   Popula+on	  

1950 5000 polar bears 

1970 10,000 polar bears 

1985 25,000 polar bears 

2010 20,000 polar bears 



What makes the polar bear a special animal to learn and care about?  Write a multi-paragraph 
essay that will teach your class all about this creature of the north! Use information from both 
passages to support your response! 
  
Manage your time carefully so that you can: 
*read the passages 
*plan your response 
*write your response 
*revise and edit your response. 
  
Be sure to include:  
*an introduction  
*information from both the passages as support 
*a conclusion that is related to the information presented 
  
Your response should be in the form of a multi-paragraph essay. Plan your response in the space 
below.  Write your response in the space provided on the next sheet. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

Written Informative Response 
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Name __________________________________	  
	  
*Write your response in the space provided. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________	  

Written Informative Response 
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Passage #5  Hidden Treasure 
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 (1) There once lived an old man. in his village.  He had worked hard his whole life and had some 

wealth to show for it.  The problem was, however, that his four sons never valued hard work like 

their father.  They were very lazy and just assumed luck would be in their favor.  They were also 

certain that their father would leave all of his wealth to them. 

 (2) As the old man’s health rapidly worsened, he worried about his sons’ future if they never 

learned to work hard.  Efforts to talk to his sons about this did no good. He finally decided that he 

would need to trick them in order for them to finally realize the importance of a good worth ethic. 

 (3) The next day, the old man called his four sons to his bedside.  He said that he had a 

treasure box with gold coins and expensive gems for them and he wanted them to share the 

treasure equally and lead a happy, prosperous life.  The sons were very excited and couldn’t wait to 

find the treasure!  They eagerly asked their father where this treasure was to be found.  The 

father was expecting this question and was ready with his reply. 

 (4) “Well, that is the one little problem.  I cannot exactly remember the place where I buried 

the treasure to keep it hidden from others.  I know it is buried somewhere on our land.  I’m just not 

positive of the exact location. 

 (5) The sons were excited about the possibility of this treasure and kept asking their father 

for details.  He just kept saying he couldn’t remember the location.  After a few days, the old man 

died.  In order to forget their sadness, the sons decided to dig the land to find the buried treasure.  

 (6) They worked very hard and dug all of the many acres that made up their land.  When 

they still didn’t find the treasure, they decided to all focus their efforts on a piece of land that 

appeared different from the rest.  They dug that specific spot so deeply, that they reached the 

water table.  However, they still did not find treasure, just wet land. 

 (7) As the boys were working one day, a neighbor passing by noticed the freshly dug land 

and the spot where water was flowing freely.  He stopped and talked to the sons about agriculture.  

He convinced them to sow vegetable seeds and fruit trees in the rich, moist soil.  Within a few short 

weeks, the land became a fertile garden with nutritious vegetables and fruits.  The young sons had 

much more than they could possibly eat themselves, so they sold the rest of the food at a good 

price and earned a good amount of money. 

 (8) It was then that they realized that it was the hard work that was mentioned as the 

“hidden treasure” by their father.  They had defeated their laziness, worked hard, earned more 

money, and lived happily from then on! 
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Passage #6  A Royal Plan 

 Once upon a time, there lived a kind-hearted and generous king who was loved by all who 
met him.  However, his followers worried about his lazy nature.  Instead of working in his kingdom, 
his majesty preferred to rule from his couch.  It became a habit to eat and sleep in the same 
spot, day after day.  Eventually, the king became completely inactive.  Although he remained a kind 
leader, his people and servants worried about his declining health.  

 One day the king realized he couldn’t even move his body.  He became very concerned and 
hurt by the names his enemies were using to address him.  They called him “fatty king” and “Sir 
Couch Potato”.  He decided to invite the most specialized doctors in all the kingdom to come and 
help him.  However, despite the generous rewards he offered these doctors, no one seemed to 
be able to make him fit again.   

 A few weeks later, a noble man known for his wisdom was visiting the region.  He heard 
about the poor health of the king and told the king’s servants that he could easily cure the king.  
Upon hearing this, the servants delivered these promising words to their leader.  Desperate for a 
solution to his dilemma, the king agreed to let the noble man try to help him. 

 The noble man lived several miles outside of the castle’s gates.  Since the king could not 
move his body, he requested that the noble man come to the palace.  To his surprise, the noble 
man refused and said that he could only help the king if he came to his residence. 

 After much strenuous effort, the king managed to get off of the couch and slowly made 
his way to his carriage that would take him to the noble man’s residence.  Once there, the noble 
man encouraged him and said that he could see the king becoming healthy and strong once more.  
He asked the king to come for additional treatments every day.  Also, the noble man said that he 
would continue to treat the king only if he came to his place on foot from now on. 

 The next day, the king started out on his own but was unable to walk even a few steps on 
the road by himself.  However, his servants helped him remain standing and, all working together, 
the king eventually reached the home of the nobleman again.  Unfortunately, the nobleman had 
been called away with unplanned business and could not be seen.  His servant requested that the 
king try again the next day for this treatment. 

 This was repeated for two weeks and the king never actually met the nobleman and never 
received any of the promised treatment.  But suddenly, the king realized that he felt a lot lighter 
and had lost a considerable amount of weight.  He felt a lot more active than before, also.  It 
dawned on him that the nobleman’s request to meet him at his place for all of those days in a row 
was actually the “treatment”.   

 Very soon, the king regained his health and vowed to never let himself get that lazy again!  
He thanked the nobleman and lived happily ever after, as the healthy, kind king his people knew 
and loved!      



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
1.  In “Hidden Treasure”, the old man decides that he needs to teach his sons an 

important lesson.   How does this decision affect the rest of the story? 
 
 

 A.   The old man is able to keep his treasure hidden for himself.  

 B   The sons end up without anything at the end of the story. 

 C   The decision makes the sons respect their father. 

 D.   The decision ends up teaching the sons that hard work pays off. 

 
2.  According to the passage, Hidden Treasure, an old man is very worried about his 
     sons growing up without learning how to value hard work.  Because his sons would 
     not listen to him, he decided that he would have to trick them into learning this. 
       

 Select 2 sentences from the passage that help to support the fact that the old 
 man was sneaky about his plan for his sons. 

   

 
 
 

  

3.  Read this sentence from passage 5, paragraph 7.  What is the meaning of the 
 word sow as used in this sentence from the passage, “Hidden Treasure”? 

       
 He convinced them to sow vegetable seeds and fruit trees in the rich, moist soil..         
  

    A   harvest 

    B   buy 

    C   plant 

    D   take care of 
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 A.   Efforts to talk to his sons about hard work did no good. 

 B.   The father told his sons that he couldn’t remember the exact location.   

 C.   The father worried about his sons’ future if they never learned to work hard.  

 D.   The father promised his sons that if they could find the treasure, it would be theirs. 

	  



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
4.  Characters in both stories have some character traits that are similar, and some 
      that are different.  Put an X for each trait in the chart where it best fits to 
      describe the character in Hidden Treasure, A Royal Plan, or both. 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
5.  Which of the following best describes the theme set by the authors in both Hidden 

Treasure and A Royal Plan? 
  
  

 
  

 A   Friendship is the most important gift a person can have. 

 B   You shouldn’t bother a sick person. 

 C   Hard work usually rewards you in the end. 

 D   It is often difficult to do the right thing. 

6.  In both “Hidden Treasure” and “A Royal Plan”, a wise person tricks another into doing 
      something that helps them in the end.  Select 2 statements that show how each  
      character/characters have been changed for the better.  
 

  

  

 

          	  

famous 

lazy 

determined 

Hidden Treasure A Royal Plan Both 

J JB Creations 

unfit 

 C   It was then that they realized that it was the hard work that was mentioned as the “hidden treasure”. 

 D   A few weeks later, a noble man known for his wisdom was visiting the region. 

 E   The king started out on his own but was unable to walk even a few steps on the road by himself.   

 F   The sons were excited about the possibility of this treasure and kept asking their father for details. 

 E   The king regained his health and vowed to never let himself get that lazy again!	  



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
7.  What is the meaning of the word dilemma as used in this sentence from the 

passage, “The Royal Plan” 
 Desperate for a solution to his dilemma, the king agreed to let the noble man try to help him. 
  

 A.   unhealthiness 

 B    hard work 

 C    poor health 

 D.    a problem 

 
8.  There are many ways in which the trick that is played in both stories are similar. 
      Which of the following is NOT a similarity between the two stories? 

 A.  In both stories, the plan involves hard work paying off in the end. 

 B   In both stories, an important character ends up dying. 

 C   In both stories, the characters solve their own problem without actually knowing it.  

 D   In both stories, people worry about how the characters will survive. 

 

9-10.  In the story, A Royal Plan, why was the nobleman never at this home? Do you 
 think this was part of the plan?  Use evidence from the story to support your 
 answer. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________	  

___________________________________________________________	  

	  
 
 
 
 
 

  

J JB Creations 



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name _____ANSWER	  KEY___	  
	  
1.  In both selections, the main character looks at another character in the  
      story with dislike.  Which statement best supports how their attitude changes 
      by the end of each story. 

   
  A.    In selection 1 the farmer realizes the apple tree holds many gifts and in  
   selection 2 the red rose becomes friends with the sunflower. 

 
        B.   In selection 1 the farmer helps his son at the end and in selection 2 the cactus 

   helps the red rose. 
   
  C.   In selection 1 the birds sing for the farmer and in selection 2 the red rose 
   appreciates the cactus giving him water. 

   
  D.    In selection 1 the farmer realizes the apple tree holds many gifts and in  
   selection 2 the red rose appreciates the cactus giving him water. 

 
2.  Which of the following themes would best fit both selections? 

  A.  You should always go after your dreams with all you have to give. 

  B   Actions speak louder than words. 

  C   You shouldn’t judge something by just how it looks on the outside. 

  D.   Money can’t always buy happiness. 

  

 
 
 

  

3.  Number these events in the order in which they occurred in selection 1:  
     “The Old Tree”  from earliest (number 1) to latest (number 5). 

          The farmer noticed a beehive in the tree when some honey dripped on him. 

   The animals all plead with the farmer to not cut the tree down. 

   The farmer puts down his axe and realizes that his tree is not really worthless. 

   The old apple tree stopped producing apples. 

   The farmer decides the best use of the old apple tree would be for furniture. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
4.  What is the meaning of the word gaze as used in this sentence from the 

 selection, “The Old Tree”? 
        His gaze fell upon the old apple tree that had stood outside of this house. 

       A.   a frown 

 B   a wish 

 C   a quick glance 

 D   a long look 

 
5.   What is the main idea in paragraph 10 in the selection, “Beauty in the Woods”? 

  
 A.  The summer days became very warm. 

 B   There hasn’t been enough rain to keep the plants healthy. 

 C   The red rose began to wilt. 

 D   One day the rose noticed the sparrow sticking its beak into cactus for water. 

 

 
 

  

6.  Which of the following is a supporting detail for questions number 5? 
  
 A.  The red rose inquired about the squirrel to the sunflower. 

 B   As spring passed, the summer days became very warm. 

 C   The red rose began to wilt. 

 D   One day the rose noticed the sparrow sticking its beak into cactus for water. 

 

	  7.  In selection 2, the red rose feels bad for the way he acted towards the cactus.  
      Which sentence is evidence for this change in attitude? 

  

 A.  The red rose began to wilt 

 B   The sunflower explains that the bird got water from the cactus. 

 C   To his surprise, the cactus kindly agreed to his heartfelt request 

 D   The rose was too embarrassed to ask the cactus for help. 
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Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
8.  What is the meaning of the word wilt as used in this sentence from the selection, 

“Beauty in the Woods”? 
           The red rose began to wilt.. 
         

 A   to become extremely sad 

 B   to become weak 

 C   to become limp from a lack of water 

 D.   to become sick 

 
9.   Compare and contrast the 2 selections, “The Old Tree” and “Beauty in the 

 Woods”, in the chart below.  Place an X under the story heading where the 
 statement best fits.  If it describes both stories, place an X in the middle box. 
  

 
 

  

    	  

The main character is given a gift from 
 a plant. 

The main character believes they are 
 better than others. 
Many of the characters in this story suffer 
from a lack of water. 

The main character realizes that there is 
more to some things than they first see. 

It takes a memory from the past to make 
the character change their mind. 

The Old 
  Tree 

 Beauty in 
the Woods 

Both 

10.   In both selections, the moral of the story could be best described as which of the 
 following? 
 A.  You shouldn’t judge another too quickly without getting to know them. 

 B   You should always respect your parents. 

 C   You should always try to do your best! 

The main character has a better appreciation 
for others at the end of the story. 
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X	  

X	  

X	  

X	  

X	  

X	  



Non Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
1.  Select a sentence from the first source, “One Tough Bear”, that  
      shows that the author feels the polar bear is a unique and powerful animal. 

   
 A.  They often take shelter under the sea ice that covers the Arctic tundra. 

 B   It has to be tough and strong in order to survive in such a harsh climate.   

 C   First, the ends of their white fur are hollow and reflect the light.   

 D.   Would you want to live in the extreme arctic cold all year long?   

 
2..   Read this sentence from the source, “One Tough Bear”, paragraph 2.  

       First, polar bears are experts at the art of camouflage!   
  
 Select a phrase from paragraph 2 that helps the reader understand 
 what the word camouflage means. 

 
 A.  The polar bear has a special layer of fat called blubber that insulates their body heat. 

 B   The ends of their white fur are hollow.   

 C   A polar bear has a footpad on its paws that act like a “non-skid” pad.   

 D.   This makes them appear white and helps them blend in with the snow.  
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3.  3.   Read the phrase from paragraph 4 of the source, “One Tough Bear”.  
  Perhaps what makes the polar bear most impressive is its survival features. 
  
     Select two sentences from the passage that support the author’s statement. 
   
        

     	  

The polar bear has a special layer of fat called blubber that insulates their body heat. 

Seals often take shelter under the sea ice that covers the Arctic tundra.     

The polar bear is a carnivore and hunts seals and other small mammals. 

 Polar bears are striking to look at with their beautiful, white fur.  

The polar bear’s keen sense of smell can detect an animal seeking shelter under the ice.	  

X	  

X	  



Non Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
4.  Read this sentence from Source 4: “Danger in the Arctic”. 
      Because of this problem, polar bears are in serious danger of going extinct due to global warming.        
       

 What is another way of saying extinct? 
 

 A.   moving from one area to another 

 B   not surviving the summers 

 C   vanishing from the earth forever 

 D   changing their behavior 

 
 

  

 
 

  

6.  Look at the above photos taken from space.  Which of the following statements can 
 be supported by these images? 

 
 A   More of the Arctic is covered with sea ice in 2010. 

 B    The amount of sea ice looks about the same in both pictures. 

 C    More of the Arctic is covered with sea ice in 1979. 

 D    Less of the Arctic is covered with sea ice in 1979. 

5.  Which of the following is NOT a negative effect for the polar bear because of the 
disappearing sea ice according to the article “Danger in the Arctic”?  
 	   
 A   The seals are losing their hiding places. 

 B   The polar bears are getting too warm. 

 C   The polar bears are having limited hunting opportunities. 

 D.   The seals won’t stay in the area if there is no ice. 
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Non Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
 
Look carefully at the following table to answer the following question. 
 

  

 
 

  

9.    Which detail sentence supports the answer in question 8? 
 
  A  The polar bears have been recently placed on the threatened species list. 

 B   Not too long ago, the tundra remained completely frozen and ice covered all year long.   

 C   The Arctic was as white as a sheet for as far as the eye could see.   

 D   Scientists have been closely watching the situation. 

8.  What is the main idea of the second source:  “Danger in the Arctic”?  
  

 A   Polar bears adapt well to changes in their environment. 

 B   The Arctic area is a magnificent area to visit. 

 C   Seals are struggling to survive with limited ice to hide under. 

 D   Rising temperatures causing sea ice to melt is a big problem for the polar bears. 

 

	  

7.  Which of the following statements does the information in the table best 
 support regarding the polar bear population? 
 	   
 A   There were more polar bears in 1950 than in 1970. 

 B   The highest population of polar bears has been in the past 10 years. 

 C   The estimated population of the polar bears went down between 1985 and 2010.   

 D.   The estimated population of polar bears has been declining since 1950..	  
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Year	   Popula+on	  

1950 5000 polar bears 

1970 10,000 polar bears 

1985 25,000 polar bears 

2010 20,000 polar bears 



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
1.  In “Hidden Treasure”, the old man decides that he needs to teach his sons an 

important lesson.   How does this decision affect the rest of the story? 
  

 A.   The old man is able to keep his treasure hidden for himself.  

 B   The sons end up without anything at the end of the story. 

 C   The decision makes the sons respect their father. 

 D.   The decision ends up teaching the sons that hard work pays off. 

 
2.  According to the passage, Hidden Treasure, an old man is very worried about his 
     sons growing up without learning how to value hard work.  Because his sons would 
     not listen to him, he decided that he would have to trick them into learning this. 
       

 Select 2 sentences from the passage that help to support the fact that the old 
 man was sneaky about his plan for his sons.    

 
 
 

  

3.  Read this sentence from selection 5, paragraph 7.  What is the meaning of the 
 word sow as used in this sentence from the selection, “Hidden Treasure”? 

       
 He convinced them to sow vegetable seeds and fruit trees in the rich, moist soil..         
  

    A   harvest 

    B   buy 

    C   plant 

    D   take care of 
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X	  

X	  

  

 A.   Efforts to talk to his sons about hard work did no good. 

 B.   The father told his sons that he couldn’t remember the exact location.   

 C.   The father worried about his sons’ future if they never learned to work hard.  

 D.   The father promised his sons that if they could find the treasure, it would be theirs. 

	  



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
4.  Characters in both stories have some character traits that are similar, and some 
      that are different.  Put an X for each trait in the chart where it best fits to 
      describe the character in Hidden Treasure, A Royal Plan, or both. 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
5.  Which of the following best describes the theme set by the authors in both Hidden 

Treasure and A Royal Plan? 
  
  

 
  

 A   Friendship is the most important gift a person can have. 

 B   You shouldn’t bother a sick person. 

 C   Hard work usually rewards you in the end. 

 D   It is often difficult to do the right thing. 

6.  In both “Hidden Treasure” and “A Royal Plan”, a wise person tricks another into doing 
      something that helps them in the end.  Select 2 statements that show how each  
      character/characters have been changed for the better.  
 

  

  

 

          	  

famous 

lazy 
unfit 

Hidden Treasure A Royal Plan Both 
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determined 

 C   It was then that they realized that it was the hard work that was mentioned as the “hidden treasure”. 

 D   A few weeks later, a noble man known for his wisdom was visiting the region. 

 E   The king started out on his own but was unable to walk even a few steps on the road by himself.   

 F   The sons were excited about the possibility of this treasure and kept asking their father for details. 

 E   The king regained his health and vowed to never let himself get that lazy again!	  

X	  

X	  

X	  

X	  

X	  

X	  



Fiction Selection Responses 
Name __________________________	  
	  
7.  What is the meaning of the word dilemma as used in this sentence from the 

passage, “The Royal Plan” 
 Desperate for a solution to his dilemma, the king agreed to let the noble man try to help him. 
  

 A.   unhealthiness 

 B    hard work 

 C    poor health 

 D.    a problem 

 
8.  There are many ways in which the trick that is played in both stories are similar. 
      Which of the following is NOT a similarity between the two stories? 

 A.  In both stories, the plan involves hard work paying off in the end. 

 B   In both stories, an important character ends up dying. 

 C   In both stories, the characters solve their own problem without actually knowing it.  

 D   In both stories, people worry about how the characters will survive. 

 

9-10.  In the story, A Royal Plan, why was the nobleman never at this home? Do you 
 think this was part of the plan?  Use evidence from the story to support your 
 answer. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________	  

___________________________________________________________	  
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Thank you for your purchase! 

All of my products are tried and true activities,  
games, and assessments that I use in my own 
classroom everyday! I hope your students enjoy it as much as mine!  Please 
feel free to email me at jblevins5@bex.net if you have questions or 
concerns about this resource.  Happy Teaching J 

  
Like the activity?  Please leave feedback! 

It is much appreciated!  And please follow my store as more activities that 
may meet your needs are added! 
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Please note that the ideas and writings in this document are my own 

original creations.  Please feel free to share this product by purchasing 
additional licenses as this product is for a single use classroom.  Helping as 

many teachers as possible is my goal, and my passion!  I hope you and your 
students enjoy it as much as mine! 

I’d like to recognize and thank these awesome entrepreneurs 
whose graphics and fonts may have been used to enhance my 

products.  Check out their awesome stores! 


